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“What you have been 

able to achieve is very, 

very impressive”

James E Brathwaite CBE, 

Chairman SEEDA



Foreword 

I am delighted to introduce this report on the results of the High Speed Train (HST) 
projects led by the South East of England Development Agency. 

The two INTERREG IIIB projects, HSTintegration and HSTconnect, set out to 
demonstrate the benefits of extending access to the high-speed train networks 
for the North West Europe region. With a combination of practical investments, 
studies, transnational exchange and policy influence they have successfully made 
that case. 

I am especially pleased to see the way that the partnership has managed to use 
the European Regional Development Fund grant to leverage in extra investment 
from other sources, and to get new infrastructure projects up and running. Also, 
and just as importantly, they have successfully convinced politicians, transport 
operators and other stakeholders to engage in the further development of the 
high-speed network. These initiatives, and the good practice highlighted by them, 
bring lasting benefits to European regions. They facilitate faster travel for citizens 
and businesses; promote economic growth whilst at the same time reducing the 
region’s carbon footprint.

In January 2008 I was able to see some of the achievements myself on a visit to the 
South East of England. I was impressed to learn how the high-speed train network 
can be used as a spark for regional and urban regeneration and development and 
to see the practical support offered by HSTintegration in connecting the recently 
opened international station at Ebbsfleet with surrounding communities through the 
Fastrack service.

I would like to thank the HST project partners from five European countries for 
their contribution to regional transport policy. I look forward to hearing about their 
continued success in new ventures to better connect Europe’s regions and people.

Danuta Hübner
European Commissioner for Regional Policy
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The aim of the HSTintegration and HSTconnect 
projects was to enhance the high-speed train 
network throughout the region (Belgium, France, 
Germany, the Netherlands and the UK), through 
targeted infrastructure investment, upgrading of 
station environments and accessibility, and the 
creation of multi-modal transport hubs.

Around €23 million of funding came from the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) 
under INTERREG IIIB for North West Europe. 
INTERREG III is a European Community initiative 
which aims to stimulate interregional cooperation 
in the EU. INTERREG IIIB aims to promote better 
integration and encourage a sustainable and 
balanced development of the European territory. 
Over €26m additional match funds came from a 
range of local, regional and national agencies.

HSTintegration focused particularly on the stations 
and services on the primary high-speed rail 
network, while HSTconnect improved the feeder 
connections to that network. Together, the HST 
projects’ successes have been many.

They helped to leverage in additional funding and 
get new projects started.

They provided evidence and raised awareness that:
• �Investing in the infrastructure and environment 

around high-speed train stations brings additional 
economic and social benefits

• �Better stations and connectivity lead to higher rail 
passenger numbers

• �Better station environments can generate 
business activity and raise property values

• �Better connectivity to the high-speed network 
helps smaller cities to compete and regions  
to develop 

The transnational partner exchange created ideas 
and transferred knowledge on:
• Station design and development
• Station environments
• Infrastructure funding
• Master planning
• Partnership work
• Stakeholder involvement
• Policy development

This report summarises the achievements of a five year cross-border collaboration aimed 

at maximising the benefits of the high-speed train (HST) network in North West Europe.

Introduction



The 27 partners in the HST projects, led by the South East England Development Agency (SEEDA), 

are clear about the positive impacts for their towns and regions. The legacy of their collaboration is 

documented here.
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Acting as a catalyst for further investment

One of the major successes for HST has been 
the level of additional investment leveraged in by 
partners for further developments. It is estimated 
that a total of €767m has been invested1 in the 
HSTconnect and HSTintegration projects. The 
HST funds helped to attract money for other 
elements in regeneration packages. Many were 
delivered much more quickly than might otherwise 
have been the case.

After the initial work completed under HST, the 
city council of Heerlen has agreed to enter into the 
second phase of the Maankwartier project. This 
consists of a €160m investment in the station area. 
A contract has also been signed with ProRail, 

responsible for the Dutch rail infrastructure, for the 
construction of a new platform with the total match 
funding provided by the Province of Limburg at 
a cost over €4m. The province also unanimously 
adopted a proposal to invest an extra €20m into 
(cross-border) public transport. This improved public 
transport integration means better access to the 
HST network in Aachen for the 240,000 people 
living in the Parkstad-Limburg region.

Sea Space in Hastings has, through public 
funding that includes the HSTconnect element, 
levered in £12.5m of private sector investment in 
the Priory Quarter redevelopment area in Hastings 
town centre.

The HST investments in transport infrastructure acted as a catalyst for regeneration 

and improved competitiveness and resulted in benefits to passengers and 

businesses. Although each investment was specific to its own location, there were 

many common themes across the partnership that formed the basis for joint work, 

exchange and dissemination. Here we explain the nature of the investments and 

illustrate them with examples.

Results: Investments

 1 HST Impact Study
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Prorail has committed €4m to resolve the 
technical problems on the Maastricht - Brussels 
link. This will shorten the connection time between 
Maastricht and Brussels even further from the 
current one and a half hours.

The project at Dover Priory Station has led to 
significant further investment in road and footway 
improvements between the station and the town 
centre, and pedestrian access between the station 
and the adjoining deprived residential area of Tower 
Hamlets which was not envisaged in the original 
project. Significant further investment by the UK 
government in car parking provision at the station 
is expected as a direct result of Dover’s domestic 
connection to High Speed 1 next year.

In Ashford, €1.6m ERDF through HSTintegration 
has helped enable a substantial investment of 
over £15m in public realm improvements that link 
the town centre to the station, incorporating a 
transformational ‘shared space’ scheme that is a UK 
first and follows the principles established in, and 
learnt from, northern Holland. A further investment 
of around £4m will now be carried out to improve 
and extend the International Station and to integrate 
both international and new high-speed domestic 
services at Ashford. 

“With a modest amount of cash we 
managed to instigate a lot of delivery.”

Reading Borough Council has now approved a 
further upgrade to the bus station following the 
completion of HST funded improvements. Moreover, 
the HST masterplan for Reading made an important 
contribution to the successful bid for £425m 
Department for Transport funding for station and  
rail improvements.

“HST projects have acted as a catalyst for 
much larger investments from elsewhere.”

Results: Investments

Artists impression of Reading station

Reading masterplan



Improving station environments

HST support has helped to make stations safer and more 
welcoming, to integrate stations within city environments  
and to reduce the physical and psychological barriers to  
train usage.

Leiedal region invested more than €7m in the 
improvement of five station areas, of which €3.3m was 
funded by INTERREG IIIB. All projects strengthened the 
spatial and functional relationships between station areas 
and city centres by improving accessibility and encouraging 
the use of different transport modes. In most of the cities, the 
investments are considered crucial to the success of other 
urban renewal plans. 

Armentieres station is located in a deprived area surrounded 
by redundant industrial land. With the HST projects support, 
an old warehouse has been removed and the former freight 
station site regenerated. The re-development includes new 
parking facilities, road construction and an upgraded traffic 
plan, improvement of public transport accessibility and 
bicycle facilities, and rearrangement of the station square. 
The improvements have a symbiotic relationship with the 
regeneration of the town centre, which includes a landmark 
new building housing a library, community facilities and a 
conference and concert venue. The impact has been to 
redirect inhabitants from the neighbouring cities and from 
West Flanders via Armentières towards Lille, to develop 
intermodality as an alternative to the car; and to stimulate 
economic, social and cultural developments.

9

Bus information screens at 
Reading station

Dover station

Heerlen bus station
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Aachen Hauptbahnhof enjoyed a facelift to the 
forecourt at the front of the station to provide a 
safer and more attractive entrance and, crucially, 
to provide a pedestrian friendly connection to the 
centre, linking with the city’s public space strategy. 

Cross River Partnership used HST investments 
to improve the environments around London’s 
international stations of Waterloo and St Pancras/
Kings Cross, with measures including new signage, 
paving, and traffic calming. 

Dover Priory Station benefited from a package of 
investments to re-design the layout and forecourt, 
to connect the station better to the town and to 
improve signage and information for international 
travellers. This is in anticipation of the new domestic 
high-speed services due to start in 2009.

Improving transport information

Many investments provided better signage, in some 
cases multilingual information, to help passengers 
move between transport modes and around the 
station environment. Several included upgrading 
systems to Real-time Passenger Transport 
Information on buses, at bus stops and in stations.

Rail travellers arriving at Reading station are now 
immediately able to access information on bus 
departure times and locations thanks to HST.

In Maastricht an extensive, successful marketing 
campaign was undertaken to promote the new 
express service to Brussels, leading to a significant 
uptake of the service.

Several projects addressed technical issues to 
facilitate through ticketing for cross-border services, 
such as Heerlen-Aachen and Maastricht-Brussels.

Results: Investments

Kings Plaza Aachen station forecourt



Improving feeder and interchange services 

Several investments have helped to improve connections 
from the secondary to primary train networks and also 
between bus and train and for cyclists and pedestrians.

The Fastrack rapid transit system, part funded by HST, links 
Ebbsfleet International Station with adjacent development 
sites and the towns of Dartford and Gravesend, serving the 
Thames Gateway - one of Europe’s largest regeneration 
areas. In essence, Fastrack runs like a tram with the 
flexibility of a bus. The service has bus priority junctions 
and passenger information at every stop and 70 per cent of 
the routes are segregated from other traffic. Fastrack has 
already won a number of national awards for excellence in 
transport innovation.

Synchronising rail and bus operator timetables in Heerlen 
has given passengers smoother connections and faster 
travel times.

At Dover Priory Station the forecourt was re-designed to 
improve the bus/rail interchange.

In Armentieres and the five stations areas in the Leiedal 
region, there is improved access for cyclists and new cycle 
lanes and parking facilities have been provided.

The HST driven initiatives in Hastings saw new pedestrian 
focused urban routes and town centre regeneration which 
links functions so that, for example, educational facilities  
are sited next to the station as students are likely to use  
rail transport. 

11
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Improving connectivity for smaller towns

Many of the HST investments increase access  
to the high-speed network for smaller towns and  
cities, which are in danger of being bypassed  
and losing out on the economic benefits of  
network development.

Heerlen’s new light rail stops, for instance, will 
allow residents’ access to HST services in Aachen. 
Moreover, the national border will no longer 
restrict logical travel or commuting patterns and 
the service will greatly increase the region’s travel 
catchment area.
 
The HST supported Fastrack service allows 
connection between Ebbsfleet international  
station and the towns of Greenhithe, Gravesend 
and Dartford and new developments in the  
Thames Gateway. This improved connectivity 
assumes even greater significance with the 
introduction of domestic HST services in 2009, 
when the journey time from Ebbsfleet to St. 
Pancras will be 17 minutes. 

.

Maastricht now has a direct and fast connection with 
Liège and Brussels offering comfortable and quick 
transport towards Paris and London. This opens 
opportunities for businesses, students and tourists 
travelling to and from Maastricht.

Results: Investments



Feasibility work

The HST projects funded a number of pre-investment 
studies. In the Netherlands a report explored the feasibility 
of a Travellers’ Lounge, a dedicated business lounge 
for travellers on main rail services in the large scale 
redevelopment of The Hague Central Station. 

In Ashford, a study reported on urban reconfiguration around 
both sides of International Passenger Station to improve 
accessibility by bicycle, foot and public transport.

The Ashford-Hastings rail enhancement study undertaken 
under the auspices of HSTconnect has resulted in this vital 
South East corridor connection being entered on Network 
Rail’s rail scheme list.

In Stratford, London the project investment has been used 
at the design stage to look at providing a pedestrian friendly 
focus of activity and to maximise footfall with a seamless 
surface and improved connection via a number of identified 
key routes to the regional train station. Although it proved 
impossible to progress this work under the auspices 
of HSTintegration, it will be useful in the light of major 
infrastructure developments such as Stratford City shopping 
centre and the preparation for the Olympics in 2012.

13

Stratford regional station
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Encouraging cross border travel and 
cooperation

A three year contract was signed in November 2008 
for the continuation of the HST projects supported 
Brussels - Maastricht train service at a major 
launch bringing together the Dutch and Belgian rail 
operators and other key stakeholders.

HSTconnect developed the ‘Cross Border Business’ 
case study for the links between Eindhoven –  
Venlo – Mönchengladbach – Düsseldorf and 
Eindhoven – Heerlen – Aachen – Köln with an 
agreement signed between 19 Dutch and German 
authorities. The implementation of this connection 
is being taken forward by the RoCK (Regions of 
Connected Knowledge) project under the INTERREG 
IVB programme.

Results: Investments

Opening of Heerlen investment Best practice visit - Maastricht



“The transnational component was of 
crucial importance to us because it gave 
us a foothold on the national government 
level, both in the Netherlands as well as in 
Germany. Each time we had problems in 
external co-operation or securing match 
funding we were able to outline the fact 
that Europe supported our plans with a 
50% grant.”
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Increasing rail passenger numbers 

The number of passengers on the new Maastricht to 
Brussels line has increased from 16,000 to 64,000 
per month

As a result of combined efforts, including the 
HSTconnect work, to enhance and promote the 
Ashford-Hastings line there has been encouraging 
growth of use, up by around 50 per cent over  
four years.

“The most important thing is that the 
travellers in our region will now have 
four brand new places where they can 
use public transport in our cross border 
region. And that this will in the end reduce 
our carbon footprint for the region.”

Results: Investments

Best practice visit - Ashford
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The results fed into strategic policy work and  
underpinned the investments across the 
partnership. The conclusions provide evidence to 
influence industry and transport experts on the way 
forward for extending the high-speed train network.
 
“High-speed trains contribute to regional economic 
growth and play a role in the urban development 
of cities,” said Alan Lewis, a Director at Transport 
and Travel Research Ltd and principal author of the 
Impact study.

“The introduction of high-speed train services can 
provide better access to jobs through both inbound 
and outbound flows, access to markets and skills”

The HST Spatial Planning and Transport Policy 
Study reviewed national planning policies for 
transport and spatial development, how they 
function and their strengths and weaknesses.  
It made a series of recommendations for effective 
project implementation through improved policy 
instruments, such as conflict resolution in the 
planning processes, reconciliation of local, 
regional and national interest and public private 
sector financing.

The South East England Regional Assembly, 
a strategic partner in the HST projects, led the 
“Strategic Policy” theme and oversaw the work 
of the research consortium of Bureau Buiten (the 
Netherlands), Sinclair Knight Merz – (UK), Planco 
(Germany) and Stratec (Belgium).

Three complementary studies were produced by the HST projects. These were conducted 

by transnational consortia of universities and independent research institutes and 

companies. Each study was directed by a “Theme Leader” from within the HST Partnership. 

• HST Policy 

• HST Connectivity

• HST Impact 

Results: Studies
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Results: Studies

The Connectivity Study included an analysis of 
passenger needs and developed a toolkit presenting 
the range of barriers and solutions to a better train 
network. It concludes that expansion of the high-
speed network has economic and environmental 
benefits and requires:
• Better infrastructure and synchronised schedules 
• �Better connections and better integration with 

other transport modes to spread benefits to wider 
catchments

• Better integration of stations in urban environment;
• �Better multi stakeholder collaboration in planning 

and delivery

Paul Bowker from the London Borough of Newham 
directed the researchers from Newrail, Newcastle 
University (UK), University of Southampton (UK), 
Bureau Buiten (The Netherlands), IVV-Aachen 
(Germany) and EC DE Lille (France)

The Impact Study looked at how the investment 
projects were removing barriers to high-speed 
services. It also analysed the impact of the 
investment in relation to the themes of
• Transport and mobility
• Urban regeneration
• Economic benefits 
• Social benefits

The study flagged up that many of the HST 
investments were part of broader packages, where 
HST was a defining, contributory factor but not 
the sole element of major redevelopment, hence 
proving the value of fully-integrated planning and 
regeneration. In some cases, it is too early to 
conclusively attribute direct impacts on the project 
investments, but the study was clear on many of  
the benefits:
• �HST plays an important role in urban 

development strategies
• �Good national and international connections 

are a magnet for businesses and people
• �HST connectivity and well designed station 

environments make places where people want 
to live, work, shop, and spend leisure time 

• �Mixed use developments help to revitalise a  
station area

The HST network currently serves mostly 
economically strong areas. The study emphasised 
how the HST projects have demonstrated the value 
of connecting peripheral areas to spread those 
benefits over a wider area, creating a larger labour 
pool for employers and more work opportunities 
for citizens. It highlighted how the railway network 
needs to reflect the changing lifestyle patterns of 
people in North West Europe, who increasingly think 
beyond borders and are unwilling to be constrained 
by them.



Henri Looymans from Parkstaad Limburg oversaw the 
research undertaken by Transport & Travel Research (UK), 
Bureau Buiten (the Netherlands), University of Southampton 
(UK), Catholic University of Leuven (Belgium) and 
Spiekermann & Wegener (Germany).

HST also supported specifically targeted studies within the 
partnership. For example; Calais Chamber of Commerce 
was able to study the future of commuting between South 
East England and the North of France and the opportunity to 
develop new services. This will feed directly into the RoCK 
project with INTERREG IVB funding.

Leiedal Intercommunale in Belgium developed a strategic 
transport plan and an economic study for the region. These 
not only supported the investments under the HST projects 

but also helped focus stakeholders on the importance of 
improving links to the main urban centre, across the border 
in Lille.

The HST projects supported the work of three PHD students 
in European universities working on theses closely linked to 
the themes of the HST Projects:
• �HST - an opportunity for reurbanisation and scope for long-

distance commuting (University of Dortmund)
• �The flow of people as an indicator for the appraisal of 

HST related strategies and interventions into urban space 
(Technical University of Darmstadt)

• �The attractiveness of HST locations (University of 
Amsterdam Urban Planning)

21

Architects concept for Utrecht station
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Transnational exchange has improved the 
knowledge base in HST transport planning in
the region and increased the capacity of many 
partners to deliver better schemes.

Partners reported on the benefits of participation.

“Being part of an EU funded project and having the 
involvement of the EU commission gives credibility 
and kudos to what we are doing.”

“Learning from each other improves cross-cultural 
understanding.”  

“It was interesting to see there are common 
denominators in all our cities that make or break 
the situation.”

“There is a different approach on the continent  
to the UK. The UK doesn’t have the same pride  
in its public realm spaces and doesn’t consider 
it to be value for money to spend in these 
areas. More should be done to encourage the 
‘continental’ approach.”

“I found the seminar in Utrecht extremely useful; 
in terms of understanding rail developments in 
neighbouring EU states.”

“There was a positive cycle at work. An improvement 
in knowledge, leading to an increase in confidence, 
leading to an increase in backers and supporters of 
our goals”

The HST projects provided an opportunity for people working in the same field across the 

North West Europe region to get together to explore best practices. Partners working on 

similar challenges were able to cooperate on concrete projects and take part in guided site 

visits. The joint reflection helped partners to be more open to change, review ideas and try 

out new approaches. Although transport infrastructure and regulatory regimes vary across 

regions, many experiences based on daily good practice were transferred at project level.

Results: Transnational partnership
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• �Create a project identity and a long term 
perspective

• �Involve landowners and other stakeholders. Make 
room for private initiatives

• �Make strategic choices about synergy, quality, 
progress, money and maintenance

• �Keep partners informed, manage expectations 
and engage stakeholders in milestone events

• �Set deadline, but be flexible 
• �Avoid rising costs by means of optimism bias and 

flexible bilateral contracts
• �Proactively manage the timing and funding

• �Merge practicality and quality. Make use of  
the city’s main attractions and image in the  
new design

• �Engage a project champion with influence to help 
drive things through more quickly

• �Look through the eyes of different user groups 
and give careful consideration to safety liability, 
information and communication

• �Change the image of the surrounding area by 
realising a new and attractive mix of functions

• �Remain pragmatic and optimistic and don’t  
give up

Good Practice in Station Design and Development

A transnational workshop held in Utrecht focused on sharing experience on station 

design to achieve best possible physical, social and economic integration with the 

surrounding area. Experts from diverse backgrounds - transport and town planners, 

architects, as well as representatives of governmental bodies - from each of the five 

North West European countries (Belgium, France, Germany, The Netherlands and the 

United Kingdom) came together to critically investigate station design, resulting in  

‘Top-Tips’ for station development:

Results: Good Practice
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Good Practice in Project Management

The HST Team in SEEDA rose to the challenge of 
leading two of the biggest INTERREG projects in 
the INTERREG IIIB programme. They kept all 27 
partners consulted, informed and actively involved 
throughout the five years. They managed the 
complex budget and maximised efficient use of all 
ERDF resources. They attracted media interest and 
support from politicians which paved the way for 
successor projects and bilateral spin offs.

Although HSTconnect and HSTintegration were 
awarded funding at different times, a number of 
activities and outputs were undertaken jointly, e.g. 
the Best Practice Visits, Core Executive meetings 
and the study work to achieve economies of scale 
and avoid duplication. 

The HST partnership now shows the characteristics 
of a mature, successful network, built on trust and 
understanding of each others situations. Problems 
and issues are tackled and addressed collectively. 
For example, renegotiating individual partners’ 
involvement in the projects and the reallocation 
of funding due to changing circumstances were 
undertaken in a positive and supportive manner.  
Put simply, everybody wanted the projects to succeed.

Key success factors: 
• Strong leadership
• Common goals 
• ERDF expertise
• Trust
• Willingness to succeed
• �Respecting cultural and linguistic differences

An indication of the strength of the partnership is 
shown by the numbers of existing partners who 
want to work together in future projects, as well as 
the large number of potential partners queuing up to 
join the HST network. 

Results: Good Practice



27

“High Speed Trains can be 

and have been a catalyst 

for economic and social 

regeneration as well as 

bringing people of Europe 

closer together – and quickly”
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In the UK, SEEDA influenced the commissioning  
of a study, funded by all the Regional Development 
Agencies, to look into taking HST North from  
St. Pancras to Birmingham, Manchester, 
Newcastle, and ultimately, Scotland. Findings of 
the study will be presented to UK Government in 
2009 and will influence the key decisions for future 
network development. 

The HST projects have led to investment in 
facilitating Dutch access to the German HST 
network, and secured political support for this 
improved connectivity. In Eindhoven, it was the 
HSTconnect project that succeeded in getting 
the right people around the table to cooperate on 
infrastructure development. As a result an accord 
has been signed between German and Dutch 

councils, rail operator and commercial companies 
to develop the new connections to the German 
high-speed network.

Through contacts with Eindhoven, partners are 
looking at new inter-urban transport systems using 
guided vehicle technology. This knowledge transfer 
from Dutch partners is being used to inform 
solutions in developing the western access corridor 
to London Heathrow airport.

In Reading without the HST Masterplan, the 
Borough Council would not have been able to 
submit additional plans to government to attract 
huge further investment in station access and  
rail infrastructure.

From the outset the HSTintegration and Connect projects never lost sight of the fact that 

it was just as important to influence strategic policy as to deliver practical investments on 

the ground. The concrete initiatives undertaken were designed to provide evidence and 

act as catalysts to convince government and operators that better connectivity makes 

good sense. Enthusiasm for further investments grew as the authorities saw the positive 

outcomes. In this way the projects achieved a wide reaching impact within the region and 

beyond. A few examples are included.

Results: Influencing Policy
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The development of a new pilot service linking 
Maastricht in the Netherlands and Liege and 
Brussels in Belgium under HSTconnect gave direct 
access to the high-speed network and rail networks 
of both countries. This culminated in an agreement 
to continue the service for another three years, 
without ERDF support. It was achieved through 
the cooperation of both national rail operating 
companies and infrastructure managers, along with 
the support of Thalys, an international high-speed 
train operator.

Links were also developed with Eurostar, the 
operator of Paris-London-Brussels rail passenger 
services in order to improve accessibility for 
the regions. These led to successes such as 
the favourable amendment of timetables to 
ensure regional connectivity. These improved 
communication links with operators will be 
invaluable as RoCK is implemented.

All project partners have attracted significant 
media coverage by publicising their successes with 
launches and events. Three major conferences were 
held during the lifetime of the project and successfully 
attracted policy makers and key stakeholders. 

In January 2008 HSTintegration hosted a visit from 
European Commissioner Danuta Hübner. She visited 
Ashford International station and was briefed on the 
HST projects developments in the South East of 
England, including a tour of the Fastrack works on 
the Thames Way. 

Cross River Partnership celebrated the completion 
of public realm improvements in The Cut near 
Waterloo station at a breakfast launch attended by 
several politicians and hosted by Kevin Spacey, 
Director of the Old Vic theatre.

Results: Influencing Policy
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RoCK - Regions of Connected Knowledge - a new 
project approved under INTERREG IVB is led by 
the city of Eindhoven. The new project aims to 
develop improved, efficient, interoperable and user-
friendly railway networks, including transnational 
connections, in and between knowledge regions 
- making use of existing infrastructure and 
developing and implementing smart solutions to 
improve the network quality.

RoCK will also specifically allow the continuation 
and future development of the networks made 
through the life of the HST projects.

The project also incorporates the Transmanche 
Metro scheme which will ultimately lead to a 
pilot inter-regional service between Nord Pas de 
Calais and South East England, to compliment the 
existing Eurostar services.

Other potential options being explored for future 
collaboration include “Norse Connect”, a project 
concept to improve infrastructure assessment 
methods in the light of climate change and look at 
HST development in Scandinavia. “Transenergy”, 
a collaboration between Belgium, the Netherlands 
and the UK would look at the integration of 
renewable energy systems into new transport 
networks of next generation zero/low emission/
hybrid vehicles.

For the vast majority of project partners the HST 
projects were the first experience of transnational 
exchange and ERDF funding. The learning curve 
was steep. But at the final Steering Group meeting 
all partners reported that they were now moving 
on to further collaborations, many at cross 
border level, and into more complex transport 
initiatives related to the high-speed train network. 
HSTintegration and HSTconnect have built the 
capacity of cities and individuals to continue to 
develop the work started here.

The transnational networking promoted by INTERREG IIIB funding has led to strong bi- and 

multi-lateral relationships that will outlive the HST projects. A number of initiatives have 

grown directly out of this exchange.

The Future
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“We must find ways to 

keep this group together 

because it has been 

very successful”
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• 27 partners, from 5 countries

• €50m total budget

• 3 studies

• 12 investments

• 3 International workshops and conferences

Websites:

www.highspeedtrains.net

www.rock-project.eu

www.nweurope.eu

HSTintegration and HSTconnect were funded under 

INTERREG IIIB North West Europe. Match funding 

came from national, regional and local sources.

Fact File
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CITY OF AACHEN
Eckard Larosch 
Stadt Aachen, Rathaus/Markt, 
Aachen 52058, Germany

+49 241 4327204
eckard.larosch@mail.aachen.de 

COMMUNITIES AND  
LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Ralph Ward
Communities and Local Governement, 
4th Floor Zone A2, Eland House, 
Bressenden Place, London SW1E 5DU

+44 (0) 207 944 4161

Ralph.Ward@odpm.gsi.gov.uk 

CROSS RIVER PARTNERSHIP
Matthew Noon
Cross River Partnership, 
1st Floor, Bluestar House, 
234-244 Stockwell Road, 
London SW9 9SP

+44 (0) 207 926 1132
mnoon@lambeth.gov.uk

GEMEENTE DEN HAAG
Peter Paul Oostveen
Gemeente Den Haag, 
Postbus 12655, 2500DP Den Haag

+31 70 353 6081
p.oostveen@dso.denhaag.nl

Partners
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GEMEENTE EINDHOVEN
Ron Nohlmans
City of Eindhoven, 
Department of Urban Planning and 
Management, PO Box 998, 
5600 AZ Eindhoven, The Netherlands

+31 40 2386073
r.nohlmans@eindhoven.nl 

GEMEENTE HEERLEN
Lars Vervoort
Stellwerk, 
Akerstraat 54a, 6411 HB Heerlen, 
The Netherlands

+31 45 5790612
l.vervoort@stellwerk.nl

GEMEENTE MAASTRICHT
Nico Nollen
Gemeente Maastricht, 
Post Box 1992, 6201 BZ, 
Maastricht, Netherlands

+31 43 3504754
Nico.Nollen@maastricht.nl

GOVERNMENT OFFICE  
FOR LONDON
Susanna Strandell
Government Office for London,
Riverwalk House, 157-161 Millbank, 
London SW1P 4RR

+44 (0) 20 7217 3349
Susanna.Strandell@gol.gsi.gov.uk

GOVERNMENT OFFICE  
FOR THE SOUTH EAST
Anthony Griffiths
Government Office for the  
South East, Bridge House,  
1 Walnut Tree Close,  
Guildford, GU1 4GA

+44 (0) 1483 882892
agriffiths.gose@go-regions.gsi.gov.uk

GREATER LONDON AUTHORITY
Victoria Hills
Greater London Authority, 
City Hall, The Queens Walk, 
More London, London SE1 2AA

+44 (0) 207 9834212
victoria.hills@london.gov.uk 
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KENT COUNTY COUNCIL  
(for Dover Priory Station)
David Hughes
Kent County Council, Invicta House, 
County Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX 

01622 221942  
dave.hughes@kent.gov.uk

KENT COUNTY COUNCIL  
(for Fastrack)
John Turner
Kent County Council, 2nd Floor,  
Invicta House, County Hall,  
Maidstone, Kent ME14 1XX

+44 (0) 1622 696882
john.turner@kent.gov.uk

LEIEDAL INTERCOMMUNALES
Griet Lannoo
Intercommunale Leiedal, 
President Kennedypark 10,
BE 8500 Kortrijk

+32 56 241616
griet.lannoo@leiedal.be

LILLE METROPOLE
Benoit Pestka
Lille Metropole, 1 rue du Ballon, 
BP n749, 59034 Lille Cedex

+33(0)3 20 21 65 25 
bpestka@cudl-lille.fr

LONDON BOROUGH  
OF NEWHAM
Paul Bowker
London Borough of Newham,
Town Hall Annexe, Barking Road,  
East Ham, London E6 2RP

+44 (0) 208 4302613
paul.bowker@newham.gov.uk

PARKSTAD LIMBURG
HJCA Looymans, 
Bellinkstraat 8, 4331GW Middelburg,
The Netherlands

+31 118 601380
info@looymans.com

PROVINCIE WEST-VLAANDEREN
Alexander Demon
Provincie West-Vlaanderen, 
Provinciehuis Olympia, 
Koning Leopold III-laan 66, 
8200 Sint-Andries, The Netherlands

+44 +32 (0) 50 403557
alexander.demon@west-vlaanderen.be

Partners
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READING BOROUGH COUNCIL
Ruth Leuillette
Reading Borough Council
Transport Strategy, Level 9 Civic Centre
Reading, RG1 7TD

+44 (0)118 9390069  
ruth.leuillette@reading.gov.uk

REGION NORD PAS  
DE CALAIS
Anne-Sophie Legendre
Region Nord-Pas de Calais, 
151 avenue du President Hoover, 
F59555 Lille Cedex

+33 32 8827331
as.legendre@cr-npdc.fr

SEA SPACE
Paul Adams
Sea Space, 
Queensbury House, Havelock Road, 
Hastings, East Sussex, TN34 1BP

+44 (0) 1424 723 134
pauladams@seeda.co.uk

SOUTH EAST ENGLAND 
REGIONAL ASSEMBLY
Andy Mak
SE Regional Assembly, Berkley House, 
Cross Lanes, Guildford, GU1 1YA  

+44 (0) 1483 555211
andymak@southeast-ra.gov.uk

TRANSPORT FOR LONDON
Helen Beaumont
TfL Interchange, 
Borough Partnerships, 
8th floor Windsor House, 
50 Victoria St, London SW1H 0TL 

+44 (0) 20 7126 1780  
helenbeaumont@tfl.gov.uk

VILLE DE LIEGE
Brigitte Dedeyne
Service des Relations Internationales, 
Hôtel de Ville de Liège, Place du 
Marché 2, B-4000 Liège, Belgium

+44 +32 42 218109
brigitte.dedeyne@liege.be
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This booklet summarises the achievements of the HSTconnect and HSTintegration projects. 

Through targeted infrastructure investment offering improvements to station environments 

and accessibility and an allied research programme, the projects sought to maximise the 

opportunities offered by high-speed rail services in North West Europe and contribute to future 

sustainable growth across the region.


